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and Pietrasanta, should remain in Charles's possession until
the conquest of Naples was complete, and that Florence
should pay him an indemnity of 120,000 ducats. And two
days later Charles marched his army out again, and departed
for Rome en route to Naples.

On Charles's arrival before Rome, Pope Alexander VI took
refuge in the castle of St. Angelo, but was induced to come
forth, and to give Caesar Borgia as a hostage, and after
spending a month in Rome Chailes marched on towards
Naples. Alfonso II, King of Naples, had no lack of courage
or military ability. His bravery at the battle of Otranto
against the Turks had won him military renown. Neverthe-
less, he made no endeavour to defend his kingdom on this
occasion. Fearing the strength of the French army he fled
to Sicily, and Charles VIII entered Naples on the 22nd
February 1495 as a conqueror.

But while he spent his time there in triumphs and festivals
a formidable confederacy was formed to crush him, consisting
of the Emperor Maximilian, Ferdinand, King of Arragon, the
Pope, Venice, and even Ludovico Sforza, by whose invitation
he had invaded Italy. Meanwhile his army, wasted by its
excesses in Naples, was rapidly dwindling by disease Charles
saw no safety but in an immediate march back to France.
Leaving part of his army in possession of Naples, he in the
beginning of June started on his return march, proceeding
by Rome and Siena, and hastening as much as possible. But
the allies assembled a force of 40,000 men to bar his way,
awaiting him on the northern side of the Apennines. Owing to
losses by disease and the detachment left at Naples, Charles's
army was reduced to 9,000 men. He reached Siena on the
i3th June, and Pontremoli on the 29th June; from there he
crossed the Apennines by the pass of that name, an operation
which took him six days. The battle which ensued was fought
on the 6th July, on the banks of the Taro at Fornovo, on the
northern side of the Apennines. The French had the greatest
difficulty in transporting their artillery over the mountains,